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Letter from the Chair
Hi Delegates,

Welcome to the first ever virtual SHUMUN, I will be your Chair for the U.S. Senate Committee of
Oversight on the Hollywood Blacklist and the Space Race!
I am from just outside of Chicago, IL and am a junior here at Seton Hall in the School of
Diplomacy and International Relations. I have been a member of SHUNA since my freshman year,
have gone to 6 conferences, participated in our collegiate conference, HallMUN, and have spent
more hours than I can count talking and thinking about MUN. I have always loved modern day
committees that tackle real issues and allow delegates to bring creative approaches to complicated
topics! Outside of MUN, I am a Diplomacy and International Relations major with a focus in
intersection of environmentalism and gender. Outside of class you can find me drinking extreme
amounts of coffee, watching bad reality tv, cooking and listening to country music. I am also
known for my eagerness to talk about politics and current events at any time (also about my love of
all things Chicago and deep-dish Pizza). I look forward to getting to know each of you, seeing how
you bring your passions and knowledge to the topics we will discuss.
The Space Race and the Hollywood Blacklist are two topics we felt best encompassed a variety of
issues during the Cold War. Delegates should be aware of the role and limitations of the committee,
as a Senate Committee, and the part it plays in the government. They should also be aware of the
history behind each of the topics and how it will affect the delegate's position. Each delegate is
based on a real Senator and should do their best to represent that Senator's view, while working
collaboratively with others and attempting to further the committee. I can't wait to see what you
come up with!
I am so incredibly excited to be your Chair and to finally have a MUN Conference again. I
encourage all of you to reach out to me if you haveany questions. See you in committee!
Your Chair Director,
Shannon Moran
Moransh1@shu.edu
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Notes on Procedure:
1. SHUMUN will be utilizing Google Docs, Gmail, and Zoom for the conference. For any
questions contact our email: shumun.sec@gmail.com.
2. SHUMUN uses Parliamentary Procedure (often abbreviated as Parli Pro) to run
committees. A Google search will give you more than enough information on how this is
used in Model UN, and any other questions can easily be addressed in committee.
3. SHUMUN has a zero-tolerance policy regarding bullying, offensive remarks, harassment,
discrimination, or anything of the sort. Model UN should be a fun activity for delegates to
participate in and no one should feel excluded at any point during the weekend. If at any
point Senior Secretariat is notified of any violation of this policy, the delegate and advisor
will be contacted and the issue will be discussed, potentially resulting in expulsion from the
conference or disqualification from awards. In general, if you think even for a second that
something would offend someone, do not do, or say that thing.
4. Profanity is prohibited.
5. Pre-writing is defined as any notes or directives written outside of committee time and is
strictly prohibited. Delegates are allowed to bring research into the committee, but not
pre-written notes or papers. Engaging in pre-writing will result in immediate
disqualification from award consideration.
6. Technology is not allowed to be used within the committee room. Research must be done
prior to the beginning of committee sessions. Any usage of cell phones or laptops in the
committee is grounds for disqualification.
7. If you need to use the restroom during committee, you do not need to raise your hand or
ask permission.
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January 3rd, 1958
US Senate
"In opposing Communism, we are defeating ourselves if we use methods that do not conform to the
American sense of justice."
-President Eisenhower 1954
Hello Senators,
I hope this letter finds you well in this trying time. Us Americans must come together in this trying
time of USSR encroachment on American values of freedom and democracy. As President of the
United States, I am fearful that our way of life and our values are under attack from the rise of
communism, but we also must keep in mind what we are protecting and not fall into the trap of
totalitarianism. I ask the Senate to investigate and advise on how we as a country and government
should proceed. Addressing the investigation into the Hollywood Blacklist and its apparents faults
is extremely important, as is making sure that America is not out done in this Space Race by
Sputnik. Good luck Senators and God Bless America.
Best,
President Eisenhower
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Topic A: The Hollywood Black List
The Hollywood Blacklist is the result of years of fear over the potential infiltration by the USSR
into mainstream US media and cinema. Brought on by aggressive, and at times abusive,
investigations into many actors and other industry workers’ personal life, the Blacklist and the
investigations have severely harmed the livelihood of many people. However, the aggressive nature
of communism and the USSR must also be taken into account when addressing this issue.

Topic B: The Space Race
The Space Race, exasperated by the tensions of the Cold War, has been pushed to new heights after
the USSR launched Sputnik into orbit in October, the first launch of an artificial satellite. This
launch has brought new tensions to the relationship between the US and the USSR, and new
changes to the US government.
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Committee Information
Background of the Hollywood Blacklist
Summary
The Hollywood Blacklist was based on the idea that Communism would be able to penetrate the
US through the media, especially through movies and TV shows. Throughout the 1940s and
1950s, anti-communist sentiments rose drastically following the end of World War 2. The series of
events leading up to the creation of the Blacklist began in 19411 when Congressional inquiries, led
by Senators Burton Wheeler and Gerald Nye, began to look into the influence of Soviet Russia on
US Media. This was just the starting point for a fever that became known as the Red Scare, and
would cost many people in Hollywood their jobs if they were thought to be communists or have
communist-sympathies.
The official Hollywood Blacklist began following the creation of the House Un-American
Activities Committee and the conviction of the Hollywood 10. However, the unofficial Blacklist2,
which played a critical role for the HUAC investigations, started with a column by the founder of
The Hollywood Reporter, William R. Wilkerson. In the column, entitled "A Vote For Stalin",
Wilkerson would list actors or members of the Screen Writers Guild who he believed to be
communist or have communist ties. The Screen Writers Guild, after several strikes in the 1930s and
40s, was thought to be overrun with communists.
After the conviction of the Hollywood 10, formal blacklisting began with the release of the Waldorf
Statement3. This statement was a press release by three of the biggest employers in Hollywood at
the time, the Association of Motion Picture Producers, the Motion Picture Association of America,
and the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers. The statement says that none of the
companies will employee any of the Ten until they are either acquited or "purged himself of
contempt". In addition, they state that they will not "knowingly employ a communist or member
of any party that...advocates the overthrow of the government of the United States...". This
statement, along with their encouragement of other companies to follow the policy put forth by the
Waldorf Statement, left numerous careers ruined.

1

Allison Perlman, “Hollywood Blacklist,” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., August 9, 2016,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hollywood-blacklist.
2
“The Hollywood Blacklist,” COLD WAR: L.A. Accessed November 15, 2019,
http://www.coldwarla.com/the-hollywood-blacklist.html.
3
“The Waldorf Statement,” The Waldorf Statement - Everything2.com, Accessed November 15, 2019,
https://everything2.com/title/The Waldorf Statement.
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Highlight
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)
The House Un-American Activities Committee was a House committee set up to investigate
so-called communists in Hollywood, or acting and production in general. HUAC was created in
19384 in order to investigate potential disloyalty and subservient behavior among private or public
sectors. At the time of its creation, it continually attacked President Roosevelt, making it
unpopular with the wartime politics. However, following the end of World War 2, HUAC grew
more popular was fear of communism and Soviet influence grew as well. It had the power to
subpoena witnesses and hold people in contempt of Congress.
The HUAC would pressure witnesses into giving up names of potential communists or
information that could lead to the arrest of communists. Refusal to comply or hesitation to answer
the committee meant that witnesses were branded Red, casting them as communists. Perhaps the
most famous and controversial of the HUAC investigations was the investigation of State
Department official Alger Hiss5.
4

“ House Un-American Activities Committee,” Department of History at George Washington University, Accessed
November 14, 2019, https://www2.gwu.edu/~erpapers/teachinger/glossary/huac.cfm.
5
“The 1948 Alger Hiss–Whittaker Chambers Hearing Before HUAC,” US House of Representatives: History, Art &
Archives, Accessed November 14, 2019,
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He was accused by Whittaker Chambers6, an editor and former communist spy, who claimed that
Hiss was a part of a Soviet spy ring. Hiss was convicted on two counts of perjury and served five
years. He still maintained his innocence even after leaving prison. The case was controversial and
raised debates between Democrats and Republicans, with Democrats declaring it a smear campaign
and unconstitutional while Republicans argued that the Roosevelt and Truman governments were
too soft on communists.

Highlight
The Hollywood 10
The Hollywood Ten7 is the best example of the effects of the Hollywood Blacklist. When HUAC
began their investigation, they subpoenaed numerous screenwriters and directors to testify in front
of the committee. Fearing what would happen, they would either cooperate or enact their Fifth
Amendment rights against self-incrimination. However, the Hollywood Ten did not cooperate and
denounced HUAC as a whole, claiming that their civil rights were being violated as the First
Amendment gave them the right to belong to a political organization.
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1901-1950/The-1948-Alger-Hiss–Whittaker-Chambers-hearing-beforeHUAC/.
6
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Whittaker Chambers,” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia
Britannica, inc., July 8, 2019, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Whittaker-Chambers.
7
History.com Editors, “Hollywood Ten,” History.com, A&E Television Networks, December 16, 2009,
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/hollywood-ten.
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In November 1947, they were all held in contempt of Congress. They faced trial charges in April
1948 and were found guilty. They were subsequently ordered to pay a $1,000 fine and sentenced to
a year in jail. They began serving it in 1950 after a failed appeal. Following their sentencing, the
Waldorf Statement was issued and each of the HollywoodTen were blacklisted from Hollywood.
List of the Hollywood Ten:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Alvah Bessie
Herbert Biberman
Lester Cole
Edward Dmytryk (cooperated with HUAC in prison; gave a list of around 20 supposed
communists)
Ring Lardner Jr.
John Howard Lawson
Albert Maltz
Samuel Ornitz
Robert Adrian Scott
Dalton Trumbo
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Background on Sputnik
Origins of the Space Race
The Space Race between the U.S. and the USSR was a natural extension of the already existing
tension from the Cold War. Space was seen as a new front where domination was key to survival. It
first started to heat up when the Soviet Union launched the first artificial satellite, Sputnik8, into
orbit, signaling a new era of technological and scientific discovery, as well as new political
developments and fears during the Cold War. The Space Race began, however, in 1952 with the
International Council of Scientific Unions. It declared that July 1, 1957, to December 31, 1958 was
going to be the International Geophysical Year (IGY), due to the high cycles of solar activity, thus
the perfect time to launch spacecrafts into orbit.
U.S. Reaction to Sputnik
Creation of New Government Organizations and Projects
The White House announced its plans in 1955 to launch a satellite that would orbit Earth, called
the Vanguard Project9. This project was created by the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) after a
competition was held between different government organizations to determine which one would
be in charge of it. The NRL were tasked with designing, creating and launching a satellite into
orbit. In 1957, due to the lack of a suitable launch site, the NRL created the first ever satellite
launching facility in Cape Canaveral, Florida. While Project Vanguard was underway, Project

8

“Sputnik,” NASA, NASA, Accessed November 15, 2019, https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/.
“Vanguard Project,” U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, June 25, 2019,
https://www.nrl.navy.mil/accomplishments/rockets/vanguard-project.
9
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Explorer10 was devised as an alternative and was created in the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) at
the California Institute of Technology.

In addition to the creation of new potential satellites, new governmental organizations were either
created or evolved to fit the needs of the Space Race and the Cold War. The National Advisory
Committee of Aeronautics11 (NACA) was created in 1915 during World War 1 as part of the Naval
Appropriations Act. The NACA focused purely on aeronautics and worked to catch up with
Europe's technological advances. Following the launch of Sputnik in October, 1957, President
Eisenhower moved to reform NACA to include space and it became the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA). At this moment in time, while some progress has been made
towards making a satellite, manufacturing still has not begun and there is talk about the
effectiveness of either project. In addition, though NASA came from the roots of NACA, it is still
in its infancy and is a weaker organization. The Oversight Committee must decide the future of
NASA and whether it truly has one at all.

Points to Consider
● This is an advisory committee only. Delegates will have the power to draft legislation in the
form of resolutions, but do not have the power to pass legislation. However, as powerful
senators in Congress, assume any resolution passed will be seen by the President and acted
upon through an Executive Order, so be careful.
● Every delegate in committee is a senator at this time, even if the dates of service or life do
not match up with the dates of committee. Each was chosen for a reason. Delegates should

10

“Explorer Information,” NASA, NASA, Accessed November 15, 2019, https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/expinfo.html.
Rick Chen, “The National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics,” NASA, NASA, April 30, 2019.
https://www.nasa.gov/ames/the-national-advisory-committee-for-aeronautics.
11
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consider their own position's role in the investigations as well as the state they are
representing and the party they belong to.
● Delegates should remember that Sputnik was launched a mere three months ago based on
the start date of the committee. Because of that, they should be aware of the timeline of
events as well as the stake that each senator has in the success or failure of U.S. efforts to
launch a satellite, and the limited information the U.S. has at this time.

Committee Direction
The Oversight Committee will have to address the issues of potential civil rights abuses brought on
by HUAC as well as the threats of USSR infiltration of the media and Hollywood. The Oversight
Committee must also create a comprehensive response plan to the USSR's launch of Sputnik,
through a decision on which projects to fund, if any, and the future role of NASA in the Space
Race. Throughout this all, the President stresses caution and moderation in your
recommendations.
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Positions12
Alabama
J. Lister Hill (D)
John Sparkman (D)
Arizona
Carl Hayden (D)
Barry Goldwater (R)
Arkansas
John Little McClellan (D)
California
Thomas Kuchel (R)
Colorado
John A. Carroll (D)
Connecticut
Prescott Bush (R)
Delaware
J. Allen Frear, Jr. (D)
Idaho
Henry Dworshak (R)
Frank Church (D)
Illinois
Paul Douglas (D)
Everett Dirksen (R)
Indiana
William E. Jenner (R)
Kansas
Frank Carlson (R)
Kentucky
Thruston Ballard Morton (R)
12

“Congress Profiles: US House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives,” Congressional Profiles | US House of
Representatives: History, Art & Archives, Accessed November 22, 2019.
https://history.house.gov/Congressional-Overview/Profiles/85th/.
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Louisiana
Allen J. Ellender (D)
Russell B. Long (D)
Maine
Margaret Chase Smith (R)
Maryland
James Glenn Beall (R)
Massachusetts
John F. Kennedy (D)
Leverett Saltonstall (R)
Minnesota
Hubert Humphrey (DFL)
Missouri
Stuart Symington (D)
Montana
Mike Mansfield (D)
James E. Murray (D)
New Hampshire
Styles Bridges (R)
New Jersey
Clifford P. Case (R)
New Mexico
Dennis Chávez (D)
New York
Jacob K. Javits (R)
North Carolina
Sam Ervin (D)
Oklahoma
Mike Monroney (D)
Oregon
Wayne Morse (D)
Rhode Island
Theodore F. Green (D)
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South Dakota
Francis H. Case (R)
Tennessee
Albert Gore, Sr. (D)
Estes Kefauver (D)
Texas
Ralph Yarborough (D)
Lyndon B. Johnson (D)
Utah
Arthur Vivian Watkins (R)
Wallace F. Bennett (R)
Vermont
Ralph Flanders (R)
George Aiken (R)
Washington
Warren Magnuson (D)
West Virginia
W. Chapman Revercomb (R)
Matthew M. Neely (D)
Wisconsin
Joseph McCarthy (R)
Wyoming
Joseph C. O'Mahoney (D)
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