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Dear Delegates,
I am joyed to welcome you all to SHUMUN and the World Health Organization where we
will be discussing the national bushfires. The topics for this committee are the Health
Consequences of Smoking and Air Pollution & Climate Change. The dais believed these topics to
be especially pressing in today’s society. Although there has been a significant decrease in the
number of smokers using cigarettes, smoking has increased with the advent of increased marijuana
legislation, vapes, and e-cigarettes. I am truly excited to begin this exciting, virtual committee and
hope you enjoy this research process. This committee will truly be what you make of it so I strongly
encourage that you get creative and be thorough in your ideas.
My name is Julia Nicolls and I will be your Chair for this upcoming conference. I am a
Junior studying Diplomacy & International Relations and Economics, with a minor in Graphic
Design. I am from Portland, Oregon, which is where I fell in love with sustainability teaching
Environmental Science to middle school students.
At Seton Hall, I am the Director of Finances for my sorority Delta Phi Epsilon, student
worker for the Center for Community Research and Engagement, and Student Body President of
the University. Last year I also served at the team’s Secretary. I have traveled with the Seton Hall
United Nations Association for the past two years with extensive experience in Specialized and
Traditional General Assembly Committees.
It is the goal of this committee to address these imminent threats to global health. I am
looking forward to the discussion, debate, and solutions to these issues. It is my expectation that all
delegates research their country’s position on this topic, keeping in mind certain economic and
political constraints that they may face. I urge everyone to read the Background Guide to get a
preliminary idea of these issues.
With this committee being run virtually, patience and flexibility will be required on all ends
for this committee to be successful. Tech challenges are inevitable and I hope we can learn through
this new platform together.
I am looking forward to what you all come up with!
Sincerely,

Julia Nicolls
nicollju@shu.edu
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Notes on Procedure:
1. SHUMUN will be utilizing Google Docs, Gmail, and Zoom for the conference. For any
questions contact our email: shumun.sec@gmail.com.
2. SHUMUN uses Parliamentary Procedure (often abbreviated as Parli Pro) to run
committees. A Google search will give you more than enough information on how this is
used in Model UN, and any other questions can easily be addressed in committee.
3. SHUMUN has a zero-tolerance policy regarding bullying, offensive remarks, harassment,
discrimination, or anything of the sort. Model UN should be a fun activity for delegates to
participate in and no one should feel excluded at any point during the weekend. If at any
point Senior Secretariat is notified of any violation of this policy, the delegate and advisor
will be contacted and the issue will be discussed, potentially resulting in expulsion from the
conference or disqualification from awards. In general, if you think even for a second that
something would offend someone, do not do, or say that thing.
4. Profanity is prohibited.
5. Pre-writing is defined as any notes or directives written outside of committee time and is
strictly prohibited. Delegates are allowed to bring research into committee, but not
pre-written notes or papers. Engaging in pre-writing will result in immediate
disqualification from award consideration.
6. Technology is not allowed to be used within the committee room. Research must be done
prior to the beginning of committee sessions. Any usage of cell phones or laptops in the
committee is grounds for disqualification.
7. If you need to use the restroom during committee, you do not need to raise your hand or
ask permission.
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Topic A: Health Consequences of Smoking
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Committee Information
History
The past 60 years has seen a decline in cigarette smoking in many developed nations. In the
1950’s 42% of the United States population regularly smoked1, 80% of the United Kingdom
population2, and 50% of the Candian Population3. Today cigarette smoking rates have fallen to 22%
in the United States, 16% in the United Kingdom4, and 15% in Canada. This trend of decreased
smoking rates is typical for many Western nations; however smoking rates continue to remain high
in developing nations; Kiribati has the highest percentage of smokers with 47% of the population
regularly smoking, followed by Montenegro (46%) and Greece (43%)5.
Adverse health effects of tobacco include various types of cancer, such as cancer of the
mouth, blood, cervix, prostate, liver, pancreas, and larynx, in addition to others6. Tobacco use and
smoking have also been associated with heart disease, lung carcinomas, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), stroke, and diabetes7. Furthermore, secondhand smoke inhalation also
offers risks of stroke, lung carcinomas, and coronary heart disease. Infants exposed to secondhand
smoke have also been found to be at an increased risk of sudden infant death syndrome, respiratory
infections, asthma, and slowed lung growth7.
Since the discovery of the negative effects of cigarettes, many nations have taken it upon
themselves to introduce legislation to mitigate the sale of cigarettes through various taxes and
anti-smoking campaigns. However, only 48 countries to date have banned advertising, promotion,
and sponsorship by tobacco companies8.
On the other hand, the use of marijuana has risen by 60% globally over the past decade 9.
The World Health Organization estimates that 2.5% of the world population, or 147 million
people, consume cannabis. In the past decade, the use of cannabis has grown more rapidly than the
consumption of both cocaine and opiates. North America, Australia, and Western Europe have
experienced the most rapid growth in the use of marijuana. Additionally, the “age of initiation” 10
for cannabis is lower than that of many other drugs.
Cannabis has been shown to have both acute and chronic health effects. Following decades
of research, a correlation between cannabis and certain adverse effects has been found. For example,
cannabis use has been linked to decreased cognitive development, decreased memory recollection,
and impaired motor functions. Long term effects of marijuana consumption include impairment
1
2
3

“Not All Americans are Smoking Less.” Population Reference Bureau.
Rodrigues, Jason. “When smoking was cool, cheap, legal and socially acceptable.” The Guardian.

“Historical Trends in Smoking Prevalence.” University of Waterloo.

4

Press Association. “Smoking Rate in UK Falls to Second-Lowest in Europe.” The Guardian.
Roser, Max, and Hannah Ritchie. “In Which Countries do People Smoke the Most?” Our World in Data.
6
“Tobacco and Cancer.” CDC.
7
CDCTobaccoFree. “Health Effects of Smoking and Tobacco Use.” CDC.
8
“Tobacco.” WHO.
9
Welle. “Global Marijuana Use Rose by 60 Percent over the Past Decade.” DW.
10
“Cannabis.” WHO.
5
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of integration and organization of information, increased schizophrenic episodes in pre-exposed
individuals, injury to the trachea and bronchi, airway injury, lung inflammation, an increase in
respiratory infections, and chronic bronchitis. Marijuana consumption by pregnant individuals has
been found to result in impaired fetal development, namely reduction in birth weight, and
postnatal risk of cancer10.
Despite the potential negative health effects of marijuana, it has also been found to alleviate
certain symptoms from existing medical conditions. Numerous studies have shown that cannabis
use has provides therapeutic effects against nausea and vomiting in cancer and AIDS patients.
Other preliminary studies have also shown promise for cannabis to provide therapeutic effects for
asthma, glaucoma, depression, and as an appetite stimulant and anti-convulsant 10.
Introduction
The introduction of electronic cigarettes (e-cigs) and vapes began first in Asian markets in
2004, entering European and American markets in 200611. Although research has been conducted
on the effectiveness of e-cigs and vapes in
quitting smoking, the data is unclear12.
Critics of e-cigs and vapes often cite the
Gateway Theory, which is led by the belief
that “the use of less deleterious drugs can
lead to a future risk of using more
dangerous hard drugs or crime”13.
Numerous studies have concluded that
nicotine is a gateway to opioid addictions,
as continued nicotine use lowers the
threshold for addiction to various other
drugs.
The World Health Organization
categorizes new tobacco products into Heated Tobacco Products (HTPs) and Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems (ENDS)8. HTPs contain tobacco while ENDS contain nicotine. As of July 2019,
HTPs are marketed across all six WHO regions through means of social media, promotions, super
markets, and shopping malls. HTPs often claim a reduction of health risks associated with
traditional cigarettes, however this data is unsupported. Independent research has found that
“harmful chemicals are significantly higher than in reference cigarette smoke”8. The WHO’s stance
on all tobacco products are that they are inherently harmful and thus believe that HTPs are subject

11

Hiemstra, Pieter, andRobert Bals. “Basic Science of Electronic Cigarettes.” NIH.
Franck, Caroline et al., “Ethical Considerations of E-Cigarette Use for Tobacco Harm Reduction.” NIH.
13
Lee, “Appropriate and Inappropriate Methods for Investigating the ‘Gateway’ Hypothesis, with a Review
of the Evidence Linking Prior Snus Use to Later Cigarette Smoking.”
12
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to limitations and regulatory measures outlined in WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC)8.
ENDS, although not containing tobacco, still constitute a public health concern. Little
research has been done on the long term effects of ENDS as they have only been commercially
available for the past decade, and mainstreamed use only became popular in 2012. Vapes, juuls, and
e-cigs fall into the ENDS category. One of
the main concerns with ENDS is that they
are marketed towards a younger audience
through flavored pods. Although the
studies on ENDS are less conclusive, it has
been determined that the use of ENDS is
unsafe for youths and pregnant women,
may increase risk of cancer or pulmonary
disease, and may increase health issues in
second-hand inhalers. Furthermore, there
are cases of nicotine poisoning as well as
faulty delivery devices causing explosions or
fires14.
Certain demographics are more likely to consume tobacco in various forms than others are.
Men are generally five times more likely to consume tobacco than women; this is a global average,
and shrinkages of the gender gap are expected to occur over a difference in nation and age group.
Among Western countries, smoking is more prevalent in low income areas. In the United States,
households earning less than $20,000 per year are 32.2% as likely to use tobacco products. In
contrast households earning $50-90k per year are 18.4% as likely15.
As for the legality of marijuana, countries around the world have various policies on public
and private cannabis consumption. For example, marijuana consumption is legal in Canada,
Argentina and Uruguay, but illegal in Singapore and parts of the United States16. Other nations
have opted for decriminalization of cannabis, including the Netherlands, Portugal, Italy, and
Colombia17.
Cannabis and cannabis resin are currently classified as Schedule IV drugs under the Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, an international treaty signed in 196118. However, in January 2019
the World Health Organization called for cannabis, cannabis resin, and various cannabis extracts to

14

Belluz. “Vaping May Be More Dangerous than We Realized.” Vox.
“The Economics of Tobacco.” Truth Initiative.
16
“Countries Where Weed Is Illegal 2019.” World Population Review.
17
Medrano. “The Best Countries Around the World to Smoke Weed.” Thrillist.
18
“Cannabis Report.” The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs -Appendix A
15
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be re-classified as Schedule I19. This signals a change in the UN’s stance on marijuana which could
in turn lead to more lax classifications in individual nations. Other than the Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs, the World Health Organization has not passed any frameworks concerning
marijuana consumption.
As consumption of marijuana has increased globally, the experimentation of cannabis with
other drugs has also increased. In recent years, a process called “lacing” has become a popular
practice to “bulk up”20 drugs sold by weight in order to gain more profit. Marijuana can come laced
with glass, PCP, LSD, heroin, embalming fluid, methamphetamines, ketamine, or cocaine20. Lacing
provides significant health risks, such as suppressed central nervous system activity, hallucinations,
and nausea and vomiting20.
With the numerous adverse side effects of smoking, health care costs have increased
significantly. A report published by the American Cancer Society and WHO found that diseases
linked to smoking led to healthcare costs of $422 billion in 2012. The healthcare costs combined
with lost productivity due to sickness totalled nearly $1.5 trillion in economic losses21, 2% of the
global GDP for 2012. The immense healthcare costs associated with smoking and smoking related
diseases are just one more reason for nations to implement more thorough controls on tobacco. In
the words of Nigar Nargis, director of economic and health policy research at the American Cancer
Society, “Nearly 2% of the world’s gross domestic product went up in smoke in one year. We have
to put a stop to the loss of life and productivity.”

Current Situation
WHO FCTC
The World Health Organization and its member nations have adopted the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control in 2003 as a response to the tobacco epidemic. The WHO FCTC
promotes public health globally, as well as provides a new legal framework for international health
cooperation22.
Domestic Measures
Each nation has adopted their own individual stance on the tobacco epidemic. Some states have
implemented taxation of tobacco products, while others have set limits on the ability of big tobacco

19

Angell, “World Health Organization Recommends Reclassifying Marijuana Under International
Treaties.” Forbes.
20
Watkins, M.A., and M.F.T. “Laced Weed | Marijuana Laced With LSD, Coke & Heroin.” American
Addiction Centers.
21
“Diseases Linked to Smoking Cost the World $422 Billion in Health-Related Expenses.” American
Cancer Society.
22
“WHO | World Health Organization.”WHO FCTC
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to advertise and promote their products. It is encouraged that delegates research their nations past
actions and current statistics and stances on the issue.

Questions to Consider
1. What is my country’s stance on mitigating health effects of tobacco?
2. Does my country have any legislation in place against smoking?
3. How has my country legalized marijuana?
4. How much does my country spend on smoking related healthcare costs annually?
5. How does tobacco/marijuana production impact my country economically?
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Topic B: Air Pollution and Climate Change

10

World Health Organization

Background
Historical Precedence
The citizens of Donora, Pennsylvania went to bed on October 26, 1948, blissfully unaware that the
next five days would bring mayhem, disease, and death. On October 27th, a thick yellow blanket of
smog covered the town. Now, this was not unusual for Donora, a town which is home to both a
zinc plant and a steel mill and had seen its fair share of smog. However, this smog was different. It
had been trapped under a pocket of cold air, causing it to suffocate the town for almost a week. The
people began to have respiratory issues and breathing problems. In an attempt to lessen the impact,
a few townspeople asked the owners of the zinc mill to shut operations down during the smog.
Their pleas fell on deaf ears. The hospitals were overflowing with patients; the funeral homes with
the dead. By the time the smog had lifted, 20 people had died, with half the town ill. This event is
considered the worst air pollution disaster in United States history. It taught the US, as well as the
world, that air pollution can kill.23

The smog in Donora, PA
Climate Change
The Greenhouse Effect
The Greenhouse Effect as a cause of climate change was first hypothesized in 1896 by Swedish
scientist Svante Arrhenius.24 He speculated that, as humans burn coal and other fossil fuels, carbon
dioxide will be added to Earth’s atmosphere, and the Earth’s temperature would rise.
Contemporary understandings of the process are similar to Arrhenius’s hypothesis. As human
23
24

Murray, Ann “Smog Deaths In 1948 Led To Clean Air Laws.” NPR.
Weart, Spencer. “A Hyperlinked History of Climate Change Science.”
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fossil fuel activities increase, so do the levels of greenhouse gases, including CO2.25 These
greenhouse gases absorb solar energy that the Earth’s surface radiates back into the atmosphere,
causing the Earth to grow continually warmer.26 This warming causes climate change, a
phenomenon of significant changes in global temperature and other measures of climate over
several decades or longer. As well as temperature changes, climate change causes rising sea levels,
ocean acidification, and ecosystem changes.25
The increased levels of greenhouse gases coincides with an increased level of air pollution as
well. Gases and particles in the air released by the burning of fossil fuels and other means lead to
decreased air quality. The polluted air can cause adverse effects on humans, including breathing
difficulties, heart conditions, and certain cancers. Air pollution has grown incredibly common.27 As
of September 2016, 92% of people were living in places with air pollution levels above the
recommended limits. An annual estimate for the number of deaths attributable to air pollution has
reportedly exceeded 6.5 million people.28

The UN Building in Geneva, Switzerland
UN Responses to Climate Change
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
The UNFCCC was formed on March 21, 1994 with the ultimate aim of preventing dangerous
human interference in the climate system. Through this convention, the UN recognized that
human interference with the climate existed, and that it posed a massive problem to humans on a
global scale.The convention set out to sustain greenhouse gases at levels that would prevent
“Climate Change Terms and Definitions.”
“The Greenhouse Effect.”
27
Rogers, Chris Dinesen. “The Effects of Carbon Dioxide on Air Pollution.” Sciencing
28
“6.76 Billion People Living with Excessive Air Pollution.”
25
26
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dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.The UNFCCC also directed nations
to support the actions of developing countries against climate change by providing financial
support and sharing technology with less-advanced nations. Industrialized countries would also
have a responsibility to keep the UNFCCC updated on policies and measures being taken to curb
the danger of these issues.29
Kyoto Protocol
The Kyoto Protocol was first adopted on December 11, 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, and was first
officially enforced in 2005. Participating countries and international organizations were charged
with reducing their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to an average of five percent against 1990
levels. Countries are not to have levels of greenhouse gases exceed the levels they had in 1990.The
UNFCCC used the protocol’s oversight mechanisms to compel the industrialized countries it puts
the onus on for the climate developments to take strong action to reduce their GHG levels. The
Protocol is also able to assist developing countries adapt to the various climate change issues using
the Adaptation Fund. The Fund was established to fund much-needed projects that have allowed
participating members of the Protocol to adapt (hence the name) to climate-based threats to their
countries. The Adaptation Fund is financed by Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects
that allow participating countries to earn credits towards other projects.30

International leaders gather for the Paris Climate Accords
Paris Agreement
The Paris Agreement builds off of the UNFCCC, uniting all UN nations to undertake ambitious
efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects. It was established in an attempt to
strengthen the global response to climate change by keeping the global temperature rise below 2°C
29
30

“What Is the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change?” UNFCCC
“What Is the Kyoto Protocol?” UNFCCC.

13

World Health Organization

above pre-industrial levels, and to attempt to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C. Reached in
Paris, on December 12, 2015, it requires parties to contribute their best efforts through nationally
determined contributions to fund anti-climate change endeavors. The Agreement also established a
new technology framework, an enhanced capacity building framework, and appropriate financing
to assist developing and high-risk countries.31 As of the writing of this guide, all 196 countries and
the EU have signed the Paris Agreement, with 187 having ratified it.32
2019 Climate Action Summit
The most recent UN effort towards reducing the effects of climate change was the September 23,
2019 Climate Action Summit. It recognized that there is still time to block the effects of climate
change, but it will require an unprecedented amount of effort. In order to accomplish this lofty
goal, the summit looked to accelerate actions to implement the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change. This summit went a step further than the previous agreements, as it not only invited
nations, but also the private sector, local authorities, and international organizations in an attempt
to discuss six main topics - a global transition to renewable energy; sustainable and resilient
infrastructures and cities; sustainable agriculture and management of forests and oceans; resilience
and adaptation to climate impacts; and alignment of public and private finance with a net zero
economy. The summit also displayed climate change solutions as business and economy friendly, as
they have the potential to create jobs and strengthen economies.33
Questions to Consider
1) Is your country at a particular disadvantage in the climate change crisis?
2) How will your country be affected economically by climate change?
3) Does your country have an existing plan to deal with climate change?
4) Does air pollution have a significant impact on your country?
5) Has your country ratified the Paris Accords? What have they done in order to fulfill their
nationally determined contribution?

31

“The Paris Agreement.” UNFCCC.
“Paris Agreement - Status of Ratification.” UNFCCC
33
“UNITED NATIONS Climate Change - Summit 2019.” United Nations.
32
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Positions
North America
1. United States of America
2. Mexico
3. Canada
South and Central America
1. Argentina
2. Brazil
3. Chile
4. Colombia
5. Cuba
6. Dominican Republic
7. Venezuela
Europe
1. United Kingdom
2. France
3. Germany
4. Denmark
5. Greece
6. Spain
7. Russia
8. Serbia
9. Sweden
10. Montenegro
Asia/Southeast Asia (Plus Australia)
1. China
2. South Korea
3. India
4. Indonesia
5. Laos
6. Thailand
7. Kiribati
8. Vietnam
9. Malaysia
10. Philippines
11. Australia
Africa
1. Sierra Leone
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Jordan
Lebanon
Iran
Saudi Arabia
Egypt
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